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MOKING WILL BEBANNED
in restaurants by the end of the
vear if a2 new state regulation
rematns on track.

On Apnil 26, the Arkansas Board of
Health culed that the proposed regula-
tion needed no changes based on the
public commentsreceived. The regula-
tion was then sent to the Legislative
Council’s subcommittee on Adminis-
trative Rules and Regulations, said Dr.
Glenn Davis, president of the state
Board of Health.

The regulation also will go tc the
state House and Senate commuiteees
on Public Health and Welfare.

Afterthe legislacion is reviewed, 1t will
return to the Healch Board wich any
recominendations. If there aren’t any,
the next stop will be the Governor’s
office for his signature, possibly in Au-
gust. The regulation would become ef-
fective 90 days after it’s filed with the
Secretary of State’s office.

The Arkansas Department of Health
would then enforce the regulation.

Although smokers would still be
allowed to light up in bars, the restau-
rant industry is trying to stomp out
the regulation.

“We are not for or against smok-
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ing,” sard Monune McNulty, execurtive

director of Arkansas Restaurant Asso
cration. “But |we are] for the business
owrcr’s night to determine policy.”

She said she didn’t know what the
financial impact would be on restauraats,
but some would lose business because
they cater to smokers.

However, Davis said in other states
where the ban took place, restauvrant
owners “saw evervthing do just as well
or better.”

Some restaurant owners already
baveinvested in high-price ventilation
systems to clear the smoky air,
McNulty said.

McNulty said if pecople don't want
ta cat in smoky restaurants, thev will
complain ¢o the owner, who will make
the change to satsfy customers.

“Wethink people are taking carc of
this themselves,” McNuley said.

The Board didn’t look at banning
smoking untill abour a year ago when
onc citizen asked if something could
be done to eliminate smoking in rcs-
taurants, Davis said.

The board’s subcommittee looked
at the situation and came up with two
solutions.

The first involved requiring restau-
rant owners to create sepatate smok-
ing and non-smoking sections and in-
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stall a venuilation system. Davis said it
would be costly for restaurant owners
to install new venulation systems, and
an mspector would have to be hired to
Cnsure restaurants were meeting sepa-
ration requirements.

The other solution was to ban
smoking enticely,

“A smeking baa would have mimi-
malimpacteconomically,” Davissaid.

In add:ition, the haa would create
heaithier work envitonments for employ-
eeswhocureently breathe
second-handsmokeeighe
hours a dav, Davis said.

So the department
opted tor the total ban.
Then the public had s
chance to be heard.

The Department of
Health said 590 ciu-
Zens wrote in support
of the ban while 192
were against it At a
public forum, 25

pcople supported the ban and seven
opposed it.

Before the regulation was close to

gomg into eftect, it was being targeted.

Inthis vear’s legislative session, State

Rep. Dean Elliott, R-Maumelle, in-
troduced Flouse Bill 1250, which
would have prevented the ban from
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“We are not for
or aganst smoking,”
—Montine McNulty,
Arkansas Restaurant
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Restaurant Smoking Ban on Track for Adoption

taking cffectin restaurants with fewer
than 25 secats.

The bill, however, died in committee.

McNulty said she doesn’t think the
board bhas the authority to change
state law with its regalation, anyway.
Currently state law permits smoking
1t restaurants and hotels, she said.

But the Board of Health asked the
Attorney General's office « it had the
authority to regulate smoking in restau-
rants on Oct, 26, and Assistant Attomney
General Suzanne
Antley said in her
response that the
Board of Health did
have the authe... )
to promulgate rules
and regulationscon-
ceraing the use of
tobacco productsin
restaurants,

Antley said the
section i state [aw
that permits smok-
ing in restaurants simply provides that
11 15 1ot a criminal offense.

“Even though the legislature has
determined that smoking in food es-
rablishments is not a crime, the Board
of Health may nevertheless regulate

smoking in such establishments,” she
said. |

Association

ek — — —-—— o - —— s e—

ARKANSAS BUSINESS R

"J0STA3WT 0D IXSYINd

2e2Le99L0SL

80/S0

OL LO,

c0/20 822 ON 2§



