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Arkansas Demccmt
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A famliy of mmmeke:s mduﬁ |
mg three children, is eatmff din-
- ner at a west Little Rock restau-

~at the ad;;ommg table.- 43.11 fﬂam
| _-__;llght cigareties : -

One family membel mmplams

~ “because the group had requested
“a nonsmoking table; The waiter

are you‘?”

The 1mag1ndw "“lme”' between

smokers and nonsmokers falls bﬂ

~ tween those tabies the famliv ib '

~told.
thtle Rock Clty Ordmance Nfa

]17 513, which took effect Jan. 1, .
“was supposed to remedy such con-_'
-haddad
“approved by the city Board of Di-
- rectors, raises more questmns
Rock’s 380
otect non- -

flicts. Instead, the law’s wording,

~about “how Little
‘restaurants are to pr
l smokers from secondhand smoke.

es nonsmokers to secondhand

-smoke — smoke from the burning -
end of a cigarette or smoke that.

_._'_‘?smokers blow into the air. =~
- Section: 4C of the ﬁrdmance

restaurant that is open to minors

“to fail to prominently identify any
-area of the z‘esiraurant_ avaﬂable “

Only to nonsmokers.”

~« The law also regulates tﬁbacce”f"
- advertlspments near schools or-
-playgrounds, vending machines
_;f;sales and self-sexvzce tabacco :

ales .
= In a randem check Df ab%t 15

_others displayed door signs that

S were smoke-{ree.
~yants without signs did have a host
- to steer customers to smoking or
- nonsmoking areas,

| ~ don’t provide that service,
~rant when a party of four is seated

Some restau-

but others,

““You have to have the area and

-~ have a sign that’s in plain view
. that this is the area {for nonsmok-
—ers,” said Richard Brown, Jr, the
) _u‘tys Tobacco Control coardma-.
for

- retorts: “Well, ycu re not smﬁkmm to be visible for the publie to see.”

In other words, the sign has

‘However,  Bill- Mann, - chief
daputy cri;y attorney, 1*1terprets

the ianguage as only requiring the
~patron fo be alerted to which ar-
" eas are nonsmoking, such as by &

~hostess, instead of placed signs.
The Oidmame $ language

may
need to f‘la“"lf}’ xt'-*: mtent he

“Also, whﬂe the mtv sent notifi-

cation letters to retail outlets
“about other aspects of the law, it

didn’t notify restaurants of what S

- required of them, Brown said.
“Smoking in public areas expos-

“They have not sent us any-

--"thmg,” said Christina Armstrong,

~manager of Applebee’s Neighbor-
. hood GmH and Bar, 12110 Chenal

- Parkway, echomg other restaumnt
mana gers.

-:says “It shall be unlawful for any

Jrestaurant owner or operator of a

Tne city m‘ust proﬂde thﬁt nioti-

flcatwn Mann acknowledged, es-
_j_pemally if fines are ever levied
- against restaurants for noncompli-
‘ance. But Mann said the ordi-
" nance is unclear about whether
‘violations of the restaurant signs

clause could result in fines.
Still, the city, Mann said, is
W izrhmg thmugh its Environmen-

“ tal Municipal Court to draft such

g “'letters to local restaurants.
_-.;flecal restaurants last week, only

~one had such a sign, -}%’hile two

‘The federal Enmmnmeﬁtal

Pmtev.,tmn Agency has classified
~environmental tebacco smeﬂe as a

*fthe restauranta (beth fabt feod)__f_’ﬁC}ass A carcmogen
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