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Alfie (Cigarette) Whatôs it all about?

Alfie (R)

Whaté

this?



Whatôs it all 

about?

u 87% of R - rated movies show tobacco

u 75% of PG -13 moviesé

u 40% of G and PG moviesé

u Most movies your kids see, especially 

your older kidsé

u Over and over again

Whatôs it really all about?



Charlieôs Angelsé
How many times                 
have your kids seené

Charlieôs Angels(PG - 13)



Chicagoé

Chicago (PG - 13)



Starskyé

Starsky & Hutch (PG - 13)



Men in Black 

2é

Men in Black 2 (PG - 13)



Men in Black 2 

(Dog)é

Men in Black 2 (again)



Mona Lisa 

Smileé

Mona Lisa Smile (PG - 13)



Mona Lisa Smile 

(Winstons)é

Mona Lisa Smile (again)



School of 

Rocké

School of Rock (PG - 13)



Uptown Girls 

(American Spirit)é

Uptown Girls (PG - 13)



X-Men 2é

X- Men 2 (PG - 13)



X-Men 2 

(Cigar)é

X- Men 2 (again)



Alfie (Stunts)

I do    
my own 

stunts.



Whatôs wrong 

with smoking?

u Still the #1 killer

u Tobacco kills 438,000 Americans a year

u Heart disease, lung disease, cancer

u 80 - 90% of smokers start in their teens

Whatôs wrong with smoking?



Youth numbers

u 3,900 kids tried their first cigarette today

u 2,000 others became addicted today

u Girls 12 - 17 are likelier to smoke than 

boys. 

u One in 8 middle school students and more 

than 1 in 4 high school kids use tobacco

u Average age at first cigarette: 15

How many kids smoke?



Starting years

10     11      12      13      14      15      16      17      18      19

When do smokers start?

GRADE

12
GRADE

6



Smoking shift 

(R-rated)é Smoking in movies is shiftingé

[ Smoking exposure in 1999 ]



Smoking shift 

(Youth-rated) éfrom R- rated to kid - rated.

[ Smoking exposure in 2004 ]



Alfie (Prove it)
Are movies recruiting   
our kids to smoke?

Okay,
prove ité



Research design

u Asked more than 2,000 10 - 12    

year olds who had never smokedé

u About all personal, family and social 

factors known to predict smoking.

u Two years later, asked same kids, 

now 12 - 14, what movies they had 

seen ANDé

u If they had tried smoking.

What researchers did:



Key results

u Kids who saw the most smoking 

scenes were almost three times 

more likely to have tried smoking.

u Nonsmokersô kids were almost

four times more likely to have tried 

smoking.

u Exposure to movie smoking was     

a primary cause for 52% of new 

smokers.

Three stunning results


